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understanding religious conversion begins with emphasis on the value of respecting religious
theological interpretations of conversion while coordinating social scientific studies of how
personal social and cultural issues are relevant to the human transformational process it
encourages us to bring together the perspectives of psychology sociology anthropology and
religious studies into critical and mutually informing conversation for establishing a richer
and more accurate perception of the complex phenomenon of religious conversion the case of
st augustine s conversion experience superbly illustrates the complicated and
multidimensional process of religious change by critically extending the contributions of the
literature within lewis rambo s interdisciplinary framework dong young kim presents a more
integrated picture of how personal social cultural and religious theological components
interact with one another in the process of augustine s conversion in doing so he has
struggled with how to relocate more effectively and practically the conversion narrative of
augustine within the context of pastoral care and ministry and the field of the academy in
order to facilitate a better understanding of the conversion stories of the church members as
well as to enhance the experiences of religious conversion within the christian community
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the dramatic story of the soldiers at the heart of the roman empire traces the history of the
praetorians and the emperors they served adrian goldsworthy author of philip and alexander
kings and conquerors founded by augustus around 27 b ¢ the elite praetorian guard was
tasked with the protection of the emperor and his family as the centuries unfolded however
praetorian soldiers served not only as protectors and enforcers but also as powerful political
players fiercely loyal to some emperors they vied with others and ruthlessly toppled those
who displeased them including caligula nero pertinax and many more guy de la bédoyere
provides a compelling first full narrative history of the praetorians whose dangerous
ambitions ceased only when constantine permanently disbanded them de la bédoyére
introduces praetorians of all echelons from prefects and messengers to artillery experts and
executioners he explores the delicate position of emperors for whom prestige and guile were
the only defenses against bodyguards hungry for power folding fascinating details into a
broad assessment of the praetorian era the author sheds new light on the wielding of power
in the greatest of the ancient world s empires any future researcher into the subject will
certainly begin here the times london a lively and up to date history of the praetorian guard
the anti coup divisions of the roman emperors from augustus to constantine de la bédoyere
tells their story with clarity and panache and his book can be most warmly recommended
both to aspiring tyrants and the ordinary armchair historian the sunday times fast paced and
engaging the sunday telegraph a definitive and highly readable account tom holland author
of rubicon the last years of the roman republic

the story of the woman taken in adultery features a dramatic confrontation between jesus
and the pharisees over whether the adulteress should be stoned as the law commands in
response jesus famously states let him who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her
to cast the first stone traces the history of this provocative story from its first appearance to
its enduring presence today likely added to the gospel of john in the third century the
passage is often held up by modern critics as an example of textual corruption by early
christian scribes and editors yet a judgment of corruption obscures the warm embrace the
story actually received jennifer knust and tommy wasserman trace the story s incorporation
into gospel books liturgical practices storytelling and art overturning the mistaken
perception that it was either peripheral or suppressed even in the greek east the authors also
explore the story s many different meanings taken as an illustration of the expansiveness of
christ s mercy the purported superiority of christians over jews the necessity of penance and
more this vivid episode has invited any number of creative receptions this history reveals as
much about the changing priorities of audiences scribes editors and scholars as it does about
an original text of john to cast the first stone calls attention to significant shifts in christian
book cultures and the enduring impact of oral tradition on the preservation and
destabilization of scripture
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